
 

 

Make-It-Better: Sunglasses 

 
 

Eye protection has been in use for centuries now. The Inuits used flattened walrus 
ivory with narrow slits to block out sunlight. Crystal sunglasses were in use in China 
as early as the 12th century. Modern day sunglasses are the product of many 
improvements made over time. We now have UV blocking and polarized lenses, broad 
temple arms to block out stray light, different colors, materials and shapes. 

Now that you know a little bit about the evolution of sunglasses, can you think of what 
the next big invention in sunglasses would look like? How can you make them even 
better? Think about it and then let us know. 

 
 
 

 

Pose-a-Problem: Sue, Ann and Beth 

 
 

How many problems can you come up with that are related to the situation below? 

Sue is 4 years older than Ann and Beth is twice as old as Ann. 

Think of many different ideas and then send us your 3 best questions, and don't forget 
to add your solutions too! You can add additional information to the situation if you 
want. The more areas of math you use in posing problems, the more creative your 
solution will be. 
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Three little pigs, and not enough bricks 
 

You know the story, 'The Three little pigs', where each pig makes a house, one out of 
straw, the other out of sticks and the last one out of bricks? In the original story, the 
wolf isn't able to blow down the brick house and do any harm to the third pig. But what 
if we changed the story a little? 

Here's the twist:  what if the third pig doesn't do a great job of estimating (we've all 
done that sometime, haven't we?) how many bricks it takes to build a house and falls 
short of them? His house isn't ready yet and the wolf is coming after him soon. Do 
you think he will be able to use his wits and figure out a way to escape from the evil 
wolf? Or will he end up as pork chops on the wolf's dinner plate? Tell us how you 
would finish this story. 

 
 
 

 

mNEWmonics: Value of Pi 

 
 

Can you make a new mnemonic to remember the information below? 

The value of pi (3.1415..) for as many digits as possible. 

What clever mnemonic can you think of that will help you remember? How would you 
map numbers in pi to words? 
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Many Uses: Paper Towel Tube 

 
 

What do you do when you have used up the last sheet of your paper towel to clean up 
the milk you spilled and you're left with only the brown paper tube? Do you, like most 
people, put the tube in the recycle? Or have you used it to make something fun? Like 
fill with dried beans and make a maraca? Or maybe add a few things and make it into 
a cool rocket ship. There are plenty of cool things you could do with it. 

So here's your challenge - can you think of some creative uses to put a paper towel 
to? What are the 5 most fun and creative ideas that you came up with? 
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