
 

 

Proverbial Tales: Paddling Canoes 
 

Can you make your own story to fit the proverb below? 

No man can paddle two canoes at the same time. 

The meaning of this proverb is that you can't do too many things at the same time. If 
you want to do something well, you have to focus and pick one thing. 

So tell us your story that fits with this proverb. And remember to include a good 
beginning, middle and end in your story.  

 
 
 

 

Make-It-Better: Toothbrush 

 
 

Toothbrushes have been around for a very long time, maybe even as early as 1600 BC. 
Early toothbrushes typically used animal hair (like hogs and horses) for bristles and 
animal bones for handles. Since then people have made many improvements to the 
toothbrush. These include changing materials( wood, ivory, plastic for handles; nylon 
for bristles), shape (angles for better reach) and movement (rotating electric brushes). 

So here's our challenge for you. Do you think your current toothbrush could do a better 
job?  

What do you think the toothbrush of the next generation would look like? Tell us all 
about your cool toothbrush idea. 
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Superheroes to the rescue 

 
 

Oh no, we have a big problem! Thankfully, our superhero is on the way to save the day 
but we need your help in figuring out how to solve the problem. Here is what we know: 

Crisis: A tree has fallen on the train tracks and a train is heading towards it. 

Superhero: Super Stretchy Woman, who can stretch like elastic. 

Can you figure out a way to use the superpower in solving the crisis? Try to think of 
ways to use the superpower that others would not be able to think of. 

 
 
 

 

Many Uses: A book 

 
 

We are sure you read books all the time (and hopefully enjoy them) but we think you 
can use a book for more than just reading. Can you put some legs under it and make it 
into a table? Or, open it in the middle, place it on your head and use it as a hat? 
Or...actually, why don't you take a shot at this? 

How many clever ways can you use a book? Think about it and send us 5 of your most 
creative ideas. 
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Jack and the beanstalk, and the evil giantess 

 
 

You must have heard of the fairy tale - Jack and the Beanstalk. If you haven't, then 
stop right now and go read that first. OK, so you know the part where Jack finds the 
magical beanstalk outside his window in the morning and decides to climb up to 
explore? When he gets up there the Giant's wife warns him about her husband and 
hides him inside the oven. 

Now here's the twist. What if it's really the Giant's wife who is evil and wants to grind 
his bones to make bread? How do you think Jack fares in that story? Will he figure 
things out or will be served on a platter for dinner? Tell us what you think happens 
next in the story. 
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